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1 60 Reviews of Books 

(5) While often now mere gambling, they are still often, propitia- 
tory, magical, and beneficent. 

(6) They agree with widespread ceremonial observances found in 
other continents, which in their oldest and primitive forms are almost 
exclusively divinatory. 

Lack of space prevents consideration of these conclusions. With 
no desire to criticize what is a discussion of great value and interest, 
we regret two features in the author's treatment: (1) That he groups 
his detailed matter regarding the games alphabetically under linguistic 
stocks. It may be that striking similarities may force us to admit the 
identity and universality stated in the second conclusion. There are, 
however, interesting local variations, the fact and the force of which 
are at least obscured by an alphabetical arrangement. Thus, the ring 
and javelin game may be one everywhere, but the netted ring of the 
Arapaho, the simple hoop of the Onondaga, and the bark ring of the 
Makahs are types of well-marked local forms that deserve emphasis. 
(2) That no distributional maps are introduced. If they were, the 
interesting and suggestive local developments just mentioned could be 
appreciated even if the alphabetical arrangement were retained. We 
believe that a combination of geographical treatment and map illustra- 
tion would have improved Mr. Culin's paper and have given the basis 
for a more thoughtful and discriminating judgment on the part of the 
reader. 

Frederick Starr. 

Vancouver's Discovery of Puget Sound. Portraits and Biographies 
of the Men Honored in the Naming of Geographic Features of 
Northwestern America. By Edmond S. Meany, Professor of 
History, University of Washington. ( New York, London : The 
Macmillan Company. 1907. Pp. xvii, 344.) 

The author's work seems more properly that of an editor. The 
chief purpose is suggested in the second part of the title and announced 
in the introductory chapter. It is " to explain the meaning of geo- 
graphic names in use " on the Northwest Coast. The first four chapters, 
pp. 1-60, and numerous lengthy biographical foot-notes throughout the 
rest of the book carry out this purpose. The remaining pages are 
occupied by a reproduction of pages 33-385 of the second volume of 
Vancouver's Voyage (ed. 1801). The numerous, excellent full-page 
illustrations give the book a very pleasing appearance. 

In the main the work is trustworthy. If it had been well done it 
would have been of large value, especially to people who live in the 
Northwest or travel there. As it is it will doubtless be very interesting 
to many, and have a large sale, locally. Commendable diligence is 
shown in some things, notably in the collection of portraits, though, 
unfortunately, a woeful lack of it in others. 
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If the portion of Vancouver's Voyage had been faithfully re- 
produced it would require no comment in this review. But there are 
numerous errors in copying (changes, omissions, and insertions) which 
should have been corrected in proof-reading. In fifty-eight pages which 
the reviewer carefully compared with the original, twenty such errors 
were observed, besides numerous changes in form, such as in the use 
of italics, in changing obsolete spellings to current, and in breaking 
single paragraphs into two. If these changes in form were consistent 
and explained, they might be excusable. 

The high-sounding preface contains much that it should not. Some 
of the introductory chapters should have been in the preface. Through- 
out the editor's own portion there are awkward sentences which often 
obscure the sense and reveal a lack of careful scholarship. Witness 
this from page 5 : " Because he celebrated Restoration Day gave rise 
to Restoration Point, and because he took possession of the land for 
his King caused the christening of Possession Sound." Lack of pro- 
portion and inability to subordinate or eliminate minor details are 
everywhere noticeable. See chapter two, where in a fourteen-page 
biography of Vancouver two pages are given to an entertaining but 
almost wholly irrelevant sketch of Thomas Pitt. See also the note on 
New Dungeness, page 79 — a curious collection of heterogeneous and 
irrelevant information. Chapter three, entitled " Historic Nootka 
Sound " reveals only very slight familiarity with the literature of the 
subject. The so-called " Life of Bodega y Quadra ", chapter four, is 
largely taken up in telling how little is known about him, and in re- 
hearsing the editor's very slightly rewarded efforts to learn more. 

Of thirty or forty important biographical sketches the majority 
seem to have been taken almost bodily out of the Dictionary of National 
Biography, some slightly, others very much condensed. In the preface 
the editor suggests indirectly that " the Dictionary of National Biogra- 
phy has been of immense help ", and in a few foot-notes it is mentioned ; 
but nowhere does he indicate the extent to which he has leaned upon it. 
Passages quoted in the Dictionary of National Biography from other 
authorities are here repeated as though the editor had taken them 
directly from their original sources. Cf. p. 97, where there are two 
such quotations, both containing almost unmistakable evidence that 
they were copied from the Dictionary of National Biography. The 
sketches are, of course, true to fact, barring some blunders in copying. 

William R. Manning. 

Life and Letters of Charles Russell Lowell. By Edward W. Emer- 
son. (Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin, and Company. 
1907. Pp. viii, 499.) 
This book has the handicap of not appearing until forty-three years 

after the time when it might naturally have been expected; and yet, 
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